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PRIVATE TALKS - PROBLEMS IN THE U.S. 


1. President Nixon and Dr. Kissinger have asked me to talk 
very frankly with you about a situation which is important to our 
mutual interests. We have become increasingly concerned about 
the effect of some of your recent public remarks on negotiations. 

We recognize, of course, that your primary audience is different 
from ours and this obviously has to be taken into account. We re- 
cognize also that the other side has not been blameless in their 
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public commentary. On the other hand, your remarks obviously 
get global attention and what seems to us their increasingly uncom- 
promising tenor can seriously complicate our position. As Dr. 
Kissinger explained when he was here, we are engaged in a very 
delicate process which is designed to further mutual GVN-US 

objectives. What we are increasingly concerned about is that the 
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tenor of these remarks can undercut our domestic posture by 
alienating support for it. The other side, of course, would be quick 
to take advantage of such a development. 

2. As I think I mentioned before, one must remember that 
in the American system, the President is not a free agent; -the 
Congress shares equal responsibility. Funds for support, military 





Declassified 

Photocopy from Gerald R. Ford Library 


V 


» 

I 




TeP^B^PrFT/SENSITIVE 2 

and economic, must first be authorized by Congressional legisla- 
tion. Following legislative authorization, funds must be appro- 
priated by the Congress. Thus two complete legislative steps 
are necessary to provide funds for military and economic support 
to Viet-Nam and other countries. Unless this legislation is forth- 
coming from the Congress, there is nothing which the President 
can do to provide such support. Consequently, it is extremely 
important that President Nixon should be in a position to carry 
through with the strategy which Dr. Kissinger outlined when he 

was here if we are to achieve our mutual objectives. 

• ■ 

3. We have noted your concern of the position expressed 
recently by the French Foreign Minister, Mr. Schumann, endorsing 

a tripartite coalition government. Consequently, when Dr. Kissinger 
saw President Pompidou on September 15, he strongly urged him 
to back France away from endorsement of a tripartite coalition 
government. President Pompidou promised to do so. He has now 
obviously done this as you will note from his press conference 
remarks yesterday. Any other remarks which he may have made 
on the negotiations are not based on any information from us. 

4. As 1 am sure you are aware, a number of recent actions 
taken by your government have encountered mounting criticism 
in the U. S. and elsewhere. While the decree laws raising taxes, 
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and providing penalties for traffic in narcotics and for engaging 
in corruption have won approval, the decrees suspending hamlet 
elections and restricting the press have been widely criticized. 

5. The suspension of hamlet elections is viewed as a step 
backward and a trend toward an authoritarian regime - this the 
more so because hamlet elections were the first to be initiated 
in Viet-Nam and the government publicly took much well merited 
credit for them. 

6. Granted the fact that much of the press here was irresponsible 
and venal and that there was too great a proliferation of newspapers 
and periodicals, measures which are interpreted as restricting 

and muzzling the press are bound to be widely criticized, especially 
in the U. S. where the communications media - radio, TV, and 
press - are so pervasive and have such a great influence on public 
opinion. 

7. Coming before our elections, these measures also have 
played into the hands of the critics of the U. S. Administration 
and its Viet-Nam policy. 



Sept. 22, 1972. 
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